
Turkey in 2nd spot with growth

Turkey grew 8.5 percent in 2011 , posting the second
biggest growth rate in the world after China, according
to official figures. However, the 5.2 percent growth in
the 4th quarter hints at a slowdown, economists say.

The Turkish economy grew 8.5 percent in 2011 overal l , and 5.2

percent in the last quarter of the year, according to figures released

yesterday by the Turkish Statistical Institute (TÜIK), hinting at a

slowdown in the economy.

Turkey’s 2011 Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was recorded at 1 .2 tri l l ion Turkish Liras, or $772.2 bil l ion, while per capita

income came in at $1 0,444.

The reason behind Turkey’s robust growth was “confidence and stabil ity, ” according to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip

Erdoğan.

Turkey grew the most after China last year and that with this level of growth there would be even more foreign direct

investment as the current amount was insufficient, Erdoğan said in Ankara.

“Turkey’s 8.5 percent 2011 growth rate is a very positive result when you see that so many countries in Europe are

struggl ing to even achieve 1 percent growth,” said Deputy Prime Minister Ali Babacan yesterday.

The country wil l grow 5 percent by the end of 201 2, according to Economy Minister Zafer Çağlayan.

The results for the last quarter of 2011 show that the economy is experiencing a soft landing in a balanced fashion

according to the government’s targets, Finance Minister Mehmet Şimşek told the Anatol ia news agency.

Continued on page 3.



E-mail the advice centre at support@adviceturkey.org or telephone on 0531 8 560 546 - al l queries wil l be answered
confidential ly by our friendly team the same day, so don't hesitate to ask

RESIDENCE - GENERAL
INFORMATION

I f you wish to apply for your first

residency permit don't forget

you can pick up your

application forms and get al l the

information you may require

here at the Foreign Citizens

free ADVICE CENTRE Mon -

Fri 1 0 - 5 or call us on

(0256) 61 23207 anytime
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I f you need the services of a pharmacy at short notice, at least two are open 24 hours
a day in Kusadasi at any one time.

Every pharmacy has a sign in their window showing the locations of the ones that are
on duty that day.

editor@theegeeye.com (0256) 612 32 07
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More bad news for Citizens Advice Bureaux across

the United Kingdom this week.

Last month they were told that as part of the government cutbacks in legal aid
funding thousands of bureaux up and down the country were to lose valuable
funding.
Since then another cost cutting exercise by the British government has put the system in jeopardy. I t has

been revealed that the consumer watchdog OFT (office fair trading ) has now been scrapped, with much

of the work they have done in recent years being handed over to local authorities.

The good news however is the extra 1 0 mil l ion pounds a year the bureaux wil l get to fund this but wil l

this be enough for them to cope under the growing pressure and demand.

Here in Kusadasi you have your own one stop shop for consumer issues.

The Foreign Citizens Advice Centre deal with al l aspects of working l iving

retiring etc. . . in Turkey.

They can deal with any consumer and legal issues you may have and wil l

offer you free impartial advice whether you live here or just visit.

*see contact detai ls below

Atinc Hotel
I layda Hotel
Salt Box

Rambos place (formally sisters place)
New World

Golden Oldies
Mr Moons

Med Life Polikl inik
Cemil Coiffeur (Gossips Street)
Tekno 34 (next to mr moons)
Chicken Shop (next to roxys)

And of course in The Ege Eye office
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continued from front page ....
“While there is a slowdown in the growth of consumption and investment, the effects of our foreign trade on growth have been positive. Şimşek said that in the

first half of 2011 , foreign trade had pulled Turkey’s growth down to 5.2 percent, it increased growth by 1 .9 percent in the second half of the year. Şimşek

expects to see 4 percent growth in 201 2.

Number 3 in fourth quarter

“With these growth figures, for the fourth quarter we are number three in the world and probably number two in the world for the year as a whole after China,”

added Turkey’s Industry Minister Nihat Ergün, who also predicts 4 percent growth for 201 2.

Özgür Altuğ, chief economist at BGC Partners, however, expects only 2 percent growth in 201 2. When looking at the detai ls of the growth data revealed by

TÜİK, Altuğ, said in an investor note that “When we look at growth figures for the fourth quarter of 2011 by sector, we see that the manufacturing (5.2 percent

year-over-year growth), construction (7 percent), agriculture (6.7 percent), transportation (6.8 percent), and health (7.8 percent) sectors were the chief factors

behind growth in the fourth quarter, while we should note that growth in al l sectors was significantly lower compared to previous quarters.”

“Despite the rise in consumption, imports contracted in the fourth quarter. The rise in consumption was 3.4 percent, while it stands at 5.2 percent for the private

sector, but imports contracted by 5 percent, ” Gülay Elif Girgin, economist at Oyak Investment, told Reuters. “This is intriguing. We continue to foresee a 2

percent contraction in GDP for 201 2, and foreign trade data for January and February support this. In l ine with global l iquidity conditions, we wil l see a

slowdown, a contraction this year,” she said.

Oil prices slow adjustment

“The problem with the Turkish economy is that it’s mainly consumption-based, so you want to have a re-balancing of the economy. In the latest figures you see

some of this rebalancing, as the contribution of consumption to growth has decreased, but high oil prices are slowing down the adjustment process,” added

economist Emre Delivel i .

“This is intriguing. We continue to foresee a 2 percent contraction in GDP for 201 2, and foreign trade data for January and February support this. In l ine with

global l iquidity conditions, we wil l see a slowdown, a contraction this year,” she said.

source:Hurriyet

Ladies Beach Traders Meeting
Mayor M. Esat Altungün has got together with the traders of ladies beach in order to determine Kuşadası’s problems and to
listen to the complaints of the traders before the season begins.

The meeting was attended by the Chairman of the Kuşadası Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Serdar Akdoğan and TÜRSAB

Kuşadası Regional Executive Committee president Mr. Bülent İ lbahar and a large number of traders and tourism industry

members.

During the meeting the business owners talked of the regional problems and asked for their solutions from the Mayor of

Kuşadası who made notes and declared that al l expressed problems would be resolved in their order of priority then went

on to say;

“the number of cameras around the beach areas wil l be increased for beach safety, we wil l take precautions against

commissioners, we wil l prevent distribution of business cards on beaches and we wil l also put up direction sign posts. We are working on our green areas and we

wil l also work on lighting issues to bring l ighting to a standard level. Ladies Beach wil l go into the season ful ly prepared.

As in other parts of the city Zero (pavement) occupation brought into force on 1 st of January wil l also be applicable in Ladies Beach. Restaurants and cafes wil l be

al lowed to have tables in percentage to specific square metres and frontage”

Mayor Altungün inspected the occupancy applications along Ladies Beach at the end of the meeting.

Further tests for Turkey murders accused
A waiter accused of murdering two Northern Ireland women in Turkey has appeared at a special court hearing.

Marion Graham and Kathy Dinsmore, both in their 50s, were stabbed to death in Izmir, 75 miles from the Turkish

tourist resort of Kusadasi, where they were staying.

A hearing took place recently to decide if the man accused of their murders, Recep Cetin, is to be tried as an adult or

a juvenile.

The judge has ordered that bone tests on Cetin are sent for further examination to the Department of Forensics in

Istanbul.

When Cetin was arrested there were no records of how old he was but last week bone tests proved he is 22-years-old - five years older than he claimed to be.

The tests were carried out after the prosecution expressed doubts his age.

I f Cetin - a waiter and former boyfriend of Marion Graham's daughter Shannon - is tried as an adult he could face life imprisonment for the double murder.

The victims, who were from the Newry area and were best friends, died after suffering multiple stab wounds. Their bodies were found in woods last August.



Quality Turkish wines to stock British
shelves

Taner Öğütoğlu head of the Wines of Turkey Platform, says Turkey will market
its quality wines to the UK.

Leading Turkish wine producers have
made a series of agreements with the three
largest retail chains in the United Kingdom
to place Turkish wines on UK market
shelves, the head of the Wines of Turkey
Platform said recently.
“Turkey wil l market its quality wines to the UK market

through the large retai l chains,” said Taner Öğütoğlu,

without mentioning specific names due to a

confidential ity agreement in force unti l Apri l . He said Turkish wines deserved to rank among the top

wines of the world, as Turkey is the historical homeland of the oldest types of grapes and wine

production. Despite the efforts of the platform to make Turkish wine known across the world in recent

years, the volume of Turkey’s wine exports sti l l fal l far short of many other countries, such as New

Zealand.

While the Pacific country exported nearly $865.5 mil l ion worth of wines last year, Turkey’s export

volume of wine was only $7.43 mil l ion.

“We are dedicated to marketing Turkish wine to the world, as Turkish wine brands received more than

300 international awards last year, ” Öğütoğlu said. The platform is also preparing to host the 5TH Digital

Wine Communication Conference of European Wine Bloggers (EWBC) on Nov. 9-11 in the western

province of İzmir.
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Airport looks to terminal
opening

THE NEW international terminal of Milas
airport in Bodrum is due to be completed
shortly.
The construction works started in 2009 with Turkish

sub-contractors, however in February 2011 al l the

rights to complete the works were overtaken by a major

I tal ian construction company "Astaldi".

The new terminal with the area of 95,000 sqm wil l have

nine boarding bridges with the one that wil l be able to

accept large jumbo planes catering with two separate

gate entrances.

There wil l be 66 check-in desks, high tech security

systems, Led information screens, baggage handling

system as well as underground parking for 750 cars.

The terminal wil l be able to accept annually up to 5

mil l ion passengers and serve about 40 different

destinations, which means a significant increase in

passenger traffic.

The existing terminals wil l continue operating for

domestic fl ights.

In 201 0 the airport served more than 25 thousand

domestic and international fl ights and received about 3

mil l ion passengers, most of them were from Turkey,

Britain, Germany and Russia.

Source: Voices

1: Izmir International Fair
Izmir International Fair is the oldest in Turkey and is traditional ly held at the end of August and/or the beginning of September. Walk around all the different

stal ls that are manned by people from all over Turkey displaying their products. Every year, they devote one category to a specific province of Turkey. This is

a great introduction to Turkey and its people.

2: Gumusluk International Classical Music Festival
In the province of Bodrum there is a small l i ttle fishing vil lage called Gumusluk. Every year, renowned musicians from all over the world wil l gather to perform

to appreciating crowds. There is also the section that is dedicated to up and coming performers. Whether or not, you are musical ly minded we guarantee that

the performances at this festival wil l definitely move you.

3: Camel Wrestling Festival
The camel wrestl ing festival runs for three months from January to March and is held in many vil lages all over the Aegean Coast. Camels’ wrestle with each

other for the affection of the female camel and it is a tournament which sees one overal l champion. I f you want to experience traditional Turkey, this festival is

a must to put on your agenda.

4: Erdine OilWrestling Festival
This festival is held at the end of June and the beginning of July. Think about big, stocky men covered in oil who wrestle each for the prize and title of

champion. Whenever a tournament is held there wil l also be a wide range of other entertainment acts there including the traditional bel ly dancers. Locals also

gather with their picnics and cook sumptuous lamb dishes over a BBQ. Don’t be surprised if they invite you to join them. (photo by toros46)

5: İzmir European Jazz Festival
Every year at the beginning of March, the Izmir European Jazz festival kicks in. Jazz musicians from all over Turkey and Europe wil l del ight you with a whole

host of jazz tunes that you wil l certainly be tapping your foot in time to. The festival was first started in 1 994 and every year, the performance and

appearances amaze all those who attend.

Travell ing Further Afield
Top 5 fairs in Turkey
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Europcar Turkey car rental offers you low prices, great service and

new vehicles. Located at airports, rai lway stations and in city centres

Europcar car rental stations are where you need them. For business or

pleasure, Europcar has the right rental car or truck for you.

With Europcar you are guaranteed to get ful l insurance cover with no

excess unlike with some of their competı tors,

If you are a homeowner Europcar has a very special offer of 30%

discount on all car rentals umtil further notice,

Check out the Europcar advertisement on the front page for

details.

30% Discount forHomeowners

Visitors Section

Ladies Beach
Ladies beach is the most popular and dynamic beach in kusadasi .
The Ladies beach area covers an area of 1km with a beautiful sandy formation. There are many facilities available; For your
basic needs there are changing rooms, parasols, sunbeds, showers and toilets .

Various water sports are on offer including the banana boat, jet ski, pedalos, and para sail ing for the

more energetic.

Along the main promenade at Ladies beach there are many hotels restaurants and bars offering

anything from a small lunchtime snack to a romantic candle l it dinner. .

The evening sunsets at Ladies Beach are not to be missed. Sip a glass of wine or an ice cold Efes in

one of the many cafes whilst gazing at the breath taking sunset behind the Greek Island of Samos,

The promenade is closed to traffic to let visitors walk freely.and enjoy the wonderful scenery.

How to get to Ladies Beach ?
ladies beach is 3 km far from Kusadasi city centre. You can either drive there or take a minibus (dolmus) which runs every 5 minutes from the centre to Ladies

Beach.

Sirinçe is a small town, not far from Kusadasi .

This town has Greek ancestry, which of course you don't notice at all. What you do notice, is that this town is famous for its
wine production. When walking through the streets of Sirinçe, you see many wine houses where you can taste the many sorts
of wine they make here.

One warning however: if you're a true judge of wine, you'l l probably think wine should be made from grapes. So, don't try the

wines of Sirinçe by blind choice. Here they also make wine of cherries, prunes, and all other kinds of fruits. And possibly

even potatoes.

I f you're not interested in wine made from anything but grapes, or not interested in wine at al l , there's enough to see in this

town. Especial ly if you're a photographer. You could spend hours and hours taking photographs of characteristic old men,

people in the streets, or the picturesque old houses, .You can also visit the mosque, which is quite nice. .

What is lovely about Sirinçe is the combination of the old traditional Turkey with new, modern things. The old women on the

market form a strange contrast with the young boys and girls tasting the wines in the wine houses. Or the old man in the street with his donkey, fol lowed by

another man in a large SUV.

Sirinçe



Erdogan launches Turkish bid to host Euro 2020
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan recently urged UEFA to award his country the right to host the 2020 European football
championships.
"Give us Euro 2020," said Erdogan at the end of his address before the UEFA Congress here.

Turkey lost the bid to host Euro 201 6 which was awarded to France.

And UEFA member countries now have unti l May 1 5 to official ly lodge their bid to host the 2020 edition.

"We're catching up in terms of infrastructure," said Erdogan, who announced the construction of 1 8 new stadiums across the country.

"Turkey has a young population, half of whom are aged under 30. Turkey has great potential on the economic and sporting fronts," the Prime Minister

continued.

"Turkey is a country which adores football , where there are many fans," added Erdogan, a keen footballer in his youth whose parents did not want him to

pursue his dream of becoming a professional player.

"My father was right and I chose another path, but I learned a lot from football , I learned coordination, sol idarity, to share, to pass the ball , to establish eye

contact, communicate, and to speak from the heart. "

Meanwhile UEFA president Michel Platini said he would vote for Turkey to host the tournament if they did not win the bid to host the 2020 Olympic Games.

"Turkey had a strong dossier for 201 6, it wil l be even stronger in 2020, the only sl ight problem is that Istanbul wil l be a candidate to host the Olympic Games . . .

it's maybe a bit too much, but if Istanbul don't have the Olympics I would vote for Turkey."

While Turkey is bidding to host the Euro, the country has been urged by UEFA to deal quickly with a domestic match-fixing scandal that has seen 93 people,

including the president of Fenerbahce, charged with rigging matches in the 201 0-2011 season.

UEFA general secretary Gianni Infantino said recently "I t is up to the competent bodies of the Turkish football federation (TFF) to take the necessary discipl inary

measures.

"Once the TFF has made a decision we'l l be keeping a close eye on this affair, whether the right decisions have been taken or not."
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MediumHard Easy

Seabird sea planes to take off on
June 1

A seabird sea plane prepares to
land in the sea at Alaçatı, a
windsurfing destination in the
Aegean town of Çeşme.
Seabird, a Turkish aviation company

recently granted authorization to fly sea

planes, is gearing up to launch relatively affordable air-taxi services from

Istanbul to major tourist destinations.

The airl ine’s least expensive fl ight is aboard a Twin Otter 1 9-seat plane to

Bozcaada, for 1 47 to 377 Turkish Liras, easing access to the northwwestern

island which hosts thousands of tourists every year.

Seabird planes wil l take off from Istanbul’s Golden Horn and wil l operate to

Alaçatı and Bodrum routes, two international tourism destinations on Turkey’s

Aegean coast.

Seabird Airways was granted a license to fly by the Transportation Ministry in

February. Ticket sales wil l commence in May and fl ights wil l begin on June 1 ,

according to the company.

Seabird Airways’ General Manager Kürşad Arusan had previously announced

the company wil l begin operations with a fleet of two sea planes, and wil l

purchase six more planes by 201 4.

Phone left in restroom triggers
IstanbulNew York flight bomb

alarm
A Delta Air Lines flight bound for the United States made an
emergency landing recently in Dublin because a passenger
left a cell phone plugged into a socket in one of the aircraft's
restrooms, police and aviation authorities said.
Dublin Airport officials later cleared the Boeing 767-300 traveling from Istanbul,

Turkey, to continue its journey to New York's John F. Kennedy Airport after

determining that the suspected bomb was just an unattended mobile phone

and charger.

I rish Aviation Authority spokeswoman Lil ian Cassin said the pilot requested an

emergency landing, the aircraft landed without incident and was diverted to an

isolated corner of the runway.

Ireland's national pol ice force, the Garda Siochana, said officers boarded the

plane, spoke to the pilot about the nature of the suspected bomb, and asked

any passenger missing their phone to come forward.

I t was determined that the passenger had decided to charge the phone using

the restroom's socket for shavers and left it there, wrapped up in its charging

cord, and another passenger using the restroom reported it might be a bomb.

Police said nobody was hurt or arrested because of the security alert, and the

Dublin Airport Authority said no other fl ights were affected.

Delta spokesman Anthony Black said the aircraft had 208 passengers and 11

crew members. He said the aircraft was refueled to continue its journey later

on that day .



What do you love about Kusadasi ?
We asked you recently on our facebook page what do you love most
about Kusadasi .This is what you saıd .....
The wonderful people. . . .
The bri l l iant bars. . . .
The relaxed lı festyle. . .
The shopping . . . .
The culture . . . .
The food. . .
The best beer in the world . . . .
The weather. . .
The ocean . . .
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Turkish Property Prices Continue Steady Growth

Property prices in Turkey increased in February, compared to January, rising by an average of 0.78%. According to property
price index, REIDIN.com, Antalya saw the biggest price rises, with values of existing
homes increasing by 1.1%. Izmir and Adana saw price rises of more than 1%, and
prices in Istanbul increased by 0.98%.
Prices of new build homes also increased according to REIDIN.com GYODER index, rising by 0.6% in

February compared to January. When compared to February 2011 , the cost of buying a new property has risen

by 1 0.42%. These figures are backed up by Knight Frank, as the firm also found the housing market to be

performing strongly. According to their figures values of homes in Turkey increased by 7.7% in the fourth

quarter of 2011 compared to the fourth quarter of 201 0.

Buying property in Turkey is relatively straightforward, but it can take quite some time to complete the

purchase. At the moment a foreigner can only purchase 25 acres of land, and they must be a citizen of a country which has a reciprocity agreement with Turkey,

al lowing Turkish citizens to be granted the same rights in that country. An application has to be made to the land Registry in the area where the property is to be

purchased, stating exactly where and what the property is.

The application must include the title deed for the property, the applicant’s passport, a tax number card which can be obtained at a tax office, and two photographs.

Other obligations include providing a real estate values statement from the municipal ity, and providing proof of compulsory earthquake insurance for the property. A

number of amendments to this law are currently underway, including abolishing the reciprocity principle, and increasing the size of a property to 30 acres. The

Turkish Ministry of Environment and Urban Planning has the power to double this amount if it’s in the public’s interest.

What the New Airline Regulations Mean to You
By now, you have probably heard about the new airline regulations that were set to go into effect at the end of January 2012. We
have been getting many calls and emails about it recently and there seems to be some mass confusion over what this means to
you, the consumer. The new regulations are entitled “Enhancing Airline Passenger Protections ″. As always when there are
governmental regulations made or changed, there is a massive amount of material. Below we will explain what we believe are
the major points of interest for you.
We believe one of the biggest advantages to the consumer is that the airl ines are now forced to show the entire cost of the purchase, including taxes and fees on the

advertised price.We know many of you have found a great “deal” only to be surprised by the total when you final ly get to the page where you put in your credit card

information. This is because online sites have traditional ly only shown the amount of the fare excluding any additional charges. This is part of the reason the online

websites have generated such great “deals”. This wil l no longer be the case. Any advertised rates, by anyone in the travel industry, wil l now be the total of your fare.

No more surprises!

Another big change is that now you must be made aware of the baggage fees that you are facing. The baggage fee information must now be printed clearly on your

e-ticket. We know that if you bought airfare and were not told you may have suffered sticker shock when you got to the airport. This wil l no longer be a “gotcha” for

those purchasing through a website or otherwise booking on their own.

The DOT has now banned the practice of post-purchase price increases in air transportation or air tours unless the increase is due to an increase in government-

imposed taxes or fees and only if the passenger was provided ful l disclosure of the potential for the increase and affirmatively agreed to the potential for such an

increase prior to purchase. So, in simple terms, they cannot raise the price of your ticket unless it is for a government fee and you have to be made aware of it before

you purchase so there are no surprises. Of course, this only pertains to your purchase unti l you have the purchase paid in ful l .

Airl ines now must make fl ight delay information available within 30 minutes of finding out. This means they must post on their websites and any other available mean,

such as the apps and carrier notification systems.

ATLASJET is launching daily flights from Stansted to
Turkey on May 5.
The private Turkish airl ine wil l fly to Istanbul’s Atatürk Airport from

Sunday to Friday, and to Antalya on Saturdays.

Fl ights wil l offer EkonomiPlus and Business class services with fares

from £1 38 return, including al l taxes and service charges.

Atlasjet operates a network of domestic and international fl ights, with

connections via Istanbul to Ercan in North Cyprus, Bodrum, Dalaman,

Adana and Izmir, as well as connecting fl ights to Tehran in Iran.

New flights from Stansted



The Ege Eye is committed to helping causes and charities in the

local area and has teamed up with The Ponz Charity Social Club.

Each month we will be giving the charity a FREE supply of

newspapers which they can then sell and use the money towards

their funds. So, purchase a copy from them and not only will you

get to read a copy of your local newspaper you will also be

donating towards a worthy cause.

Boring, dul l , l ifeless hair? Come and visit

us today at our modern and new hair

salon. We guarantee you wont be

dissapointed.

Located on the wednesday market, same street as

Gossips Cafe Bar (see our advert on front page)
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*now including useful advice articles and updated daily

Expats in Kusadasi are facing higher costs of living the dream in Turkey  with news that energy prices are set to soar.
The government has increased electricity prices by 9.3 percent - the third of its kind in as many days fol lowing big increases in gasoline and natural gas prices.

Consumers have woken up to a costl ier l ife in Apri l , with the Minister of Energy announcing natural gas prices have been raised by a staggering 1 8.7 percent,

while electricity prices also increased about 9.3 percent last weekend.

The natural gas and electricity price hikes come just after gasoline prices rose for the third time late last month, putting the cost of one litre of petrol at nearly

5TL.

Expats have also been commenting on the spike in food prices and the cost of Efes in some restaurants and bars in Kusadasi – with a price for an Efes hitting

1 0TL in one or two new places.

“There is a cost increase of about 1 7 percent in natural gas due only to changes in the exchange rate. In the last 1 9 months oil and natural gas prices have

risen 29 percent, excluding the exchange rate.

“The reason for the latest price increase is the difference in the exchange rate and rising oil prices,” Minister of Energy Taner Yı ldız said.

Commenting on the increase in electricity price by nearly 9.3 on March 31 , he said, “I f we had not reached an agreement with Russia on a price cut deal for

natural gas prices late last year, those prices might have been increased twice as much.”

Citizens are paying the price while the government manages the economy with price hikes, Kemal Kı l ıçdaroğlu, the head of the main opposition Republican

People’s Party (CHP) said.

“They used to say ‘Turkey sets an example to the whole world, ’ and ‘there is no problem with the economy. ’ What kind of an example is this? Citizens face

immediate price hikes in electricity and natural gas,” Kı l ıçdaroğlu said, as he slammed government claims that the hikes stem from international market prices,

saying that this is not the case in other countries.

“We have the most expensive diesel, gas and natural gas,” he said.

Turkey may raise gas prices by an additional 1 5 percent after raising them by 1 8.7 percent on Apri l 1 to avoid losses at the state-run provider, national

newspaper Haberturk reported.

One consequence of the energy price hikes was that Turkey’s flag carrier Turkish Airl ines increased ticket prices between five and 1 0 Turkish Liras for domestic

fl ights, and at least seven liras for international fl ights.

Energy Price Hikes Hit Budgets

Check out The Ege Eye online at:



If you switch on your smartphone or go online anywhere
else and check out a satellite map of Turkey you will of
course easily locate our very own resort of Kuşadası
towards the far left on the southern shores of the Aegean
coastline.
I f you would then move your finger eastward navigating for example via the

Turkish capital city of Ankara and continue direction south-east you shall find

Şanlıurfa, or as is the case with my map, simply Urfa. Both names are widely

used with Urfa being the most recent ‘original ’ one although for a number of

years the official name is Şanlıurfa indeed.

Data from the 201 0 census show that just over 1 .66 mil l ion people l ive in the

district with 922 000 inhabitants in the urbanized parts alone, aka the city of

Şanlıurfa!

I recently had the pleasure to spend three activity packed days in here and

must admit that it is a highly recommendable destination for those of us

expatriates who love to explore and in particular for those who all too often l imit

their tours in this fascinating country to what I often refer to as ‘the western

triangle’, i .e. visiting either Ankara, İzmir, or İstanbul but nothing much else.

The easiest option to find out more about Şanlıurfa without being there (yet) is

to go the local municipal ity’s website which is available in both the Turkish and

English languages. By ‘available’ I mean not simply giving away a few contact

detai ls as is the case with many other e-government websites; this city offers

the entire set of relevant city and district information in both languages. Their

website is www.sanliurfa.bel. tr.

Let me give you only three examples of what Urfa is famous for out of a

seemingly never-ending l ist of things-to-do. First, right in the city center

situated beneath Urfa Castle is Balıkl ı Göl (The Pond of the Holy Fish) which

for many Turkish people is one of the most important rel igious as well as

historic places to visit in the entire country as it is here where the Prophet

İbrahim was saved by God from Nimrod who cruelly had planned to bring his

l ife to an end; God then turned the stake’s fire into water and the coals into

fish, hence unti l today the fish in Balıkl ı Göl are considered as untouchable and

sacred.

Second, about an hours drive away from the city centre you wil l find Harran

(population: 6 500), another very important historic site where what used to be

the first university of the Islamic World had been built. There are the famous

Harran Cube Houses, too.

Third, once back in town (and/or on the next day of your stay) and heading

further east from downtown for about half an hour or so you shall reach

Göbeklı Tepe (charmingly translatable as Belly Mound or Hil l), a recent

excavation site which makes Şanlıurfa most probably the birthplace of modern

civi l ization as the stone statutes which are supposed to have been a temple

site date back 1 2 000 years, amazing in itself.

Whether Balıkl ı Göl, Harran or Göbeklı Tepe (or any of the countless further

attractions) you wil l perhaps for the first time whilst l iving in Turkey become

exposed to what I would refer to as ‘historic Turkey’. Although you may have

seen those highly frequented places closer to Kuşadası such as Efes, Didim or

Miletos the South-East is positively speaking different. By labeling the area in

this way I do not disregard the astonishingly successful modernization process

as witnessed by the citizens and their ancestors during the time-span of the

current Republic of Turkey, aka since 1 923. What I rather want to convey is to

put today’s Turkey with al l its modernity and fast-track economy into a much

wider historic perspective and letting us understand from where not only

today’s Turkish achievements stem but from where on a global scale our

various dimensions of rel igion, culture, academia, and indeed civi l ization as

such originate. I t puts our own history and past and present l ives regardless of

whether back in the United Kingdom or now in Turkey into perspective.

Pausing in Şanlıurfa and taking in the atmosphere makes us neither forget the

chores of daily l ife nor should it of course let us neglect the stream of breaking

news which most definitely wil l fi l l up our inboxes whilst visiting this (or any

other city) for that matter.

What it did for me is nevertheless besides having come here for work to reflect

about mankind and in particular why after 1 2 000 years of civi l ized l ife on these

lands we call Earth we have not as of yet managed to l ive in peace and

harmony regardless of where we happen to be on this

shared planet.

Questions as always Klaus. jurgens@gmail .com
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Turkey launches action to get international patent for simit
The İstanbul Simit Tradesmen Chamber has launched a process to get an international patent for the number one Turkish
street food, the simit, a ring of chewy bread coated with toasted sesame seeds.

İstanbul Simit Tradesmen Chamber Chairman Zeki Sami Özdemir on Tuesday fi led a petition with the İstanbul Union of Craftsmen and Artisans'

Chambers (İSTESOB) and called on the chamber to take action and the necessary steps to protect Turkey's national food, the simit.

The petition came after US President Barack Obama said -- at a ceremony of Greeks held on March 25 in the White House -- he admired the

taste of

“Greek baklava,” a sweet pastry, which has been regarded by the Turks and the Greeks as their traditional dessert for centuries.

“We wil l hold on to our simit and won't al low Greeks to grab our simit, ” İSTESOB Chairman Faik Yı lmaz said, adding that Greeks have been presenting Turkish

traditional foods as their own for centuries. He emphasized that Turkish baklava has its origins in Central Asia.

The simit is one of the most widely consumed food products in Turkey. Foreigners now know it as the national food of Turks. I t sometimes serves as breakfast and

even lunch for both the rich and the poor. That is why simit sales, instead of dropping during an economic crisis, increase. Economic problems in Turkey have not

caused the sale of simit and accompanying cups of tea to decrease.

Source .todayszaman

So far, yet so near: a ‘l iterary postcard’ from Şanlıurfa
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Turkey calls on EU to issue visa
free travel

Turkey officially called on the European Union to issue visa
free travel rights to Turkish citizens, in line with a number of
European courts’ verdicts and bilateral agreements between
Turkey and the EU.
EU Minister Egemen Bağış has sent letters to Stefan Füle, the EU’s

commissioner responsible for enlargement, Cecil ia Malström, the EU’s

commissioner responsible for internal affairs, Martin Schulz, the head of the

European Parl iament and Vil ly Sonvdal, Denmark’s Foreign Minister and the

EU’s current term president, his office said in a statement Monday.

The letter reflects Turkish disappointment with the EU not paving the way for

visa-free travel of Turkish citizens, despite the country having met the required

criteria. A key meeting wil l be held on Apri l 26 where Turkish and European

officials wil l again discuss the matter.

“The current Schengen visa regime against Turkish citizens constitutes an

obstacle to the strengthening of relations between Turkish people and the

peoples of the EU, as it prevents people-to-people contact, which is

indispensable for the EU accession process,” read Bağış’s statement.

Suggesting that Turkey’s economic achievement in the last decade made the

current visa regime redundant, Bağış said that EU countries, which are going

through an economic crisis would benefit from the commercial, cultural,

educational and touristic visits of Turkish citizens, which would be further

enabled by the l ifting of the visa requirement.

Meanwhile, British Minister of State for

Universities and Science David Wil lets

said they wil l introduce two programs

which wil l enable Turkish academicians

and students to get visa more quickly after

meeting witt Industry Minister Nihat

Ergün.

ACCORDING to a survey conducted by one of Europe’s
leading travel search companies, people in Turkey are
more polite than those in a number of European nations.

Europe's number one airl ine fl ight search

engine Skyscanner asked holiday-goers to

rate the politeness of citizens in a variety

of nations.

The results were extremely surprising:

According to the survey participants, Turks

are more polite than Brits and Brits are

more polite than the French.

The survey, which was held on the website for the search engine, which

works with 1 ,000 airl ines to offer mil l ions of fl ight alternatives, asked

participants to rate the level of 'pol iteness' of citizens from different nations.

According to the results, France, a nation frequently and enthusiastical ly

visited by many, was found to have the most impolite people.

I t appears the reluctance of French citizens to speak any other language

than their native French lies behind the reasoning for the survey's results.

Turks on the other hand, were considered to be one of the nationalities

considered much more polite than others according to travel-lovers.

While 1 9.2 percent of the survey participants consider the French to be

impolite, 2.1 percent expressed the sentiment that Turks are not polite.

According to Skyscanner's Turkey Marketing Manager Murat Özkök, who

explains that tourists love Turkey's hospital ity and warm reception: "The

Turkish public is known for being helpful.

Source. Sabah

Turks more polite than Brits

Ned Kelly comes to Kuşadası

Located on Ladies
Beach just 10 minutes
from the centre of
Kuşadasi Ned Kelly's is
a brand new authentic
Irish themed bar with all
the charm of a local
village pub.
Daytime why not sit back, relax,

watch the world go by and

enjoy one of their many

varieties of freshly ground

coffees with a delicious homemade pastry or cake. I f your feeling sl ightly more

peckish then why not treat yourself to a traditional I rish or English breakfast,

guaranteed to set you up for the day.

Come night time the bar transforms into a disco bar catering for al l ages. With

Turkish and Irish music and dance the newly designed dancefloor complete

with state of the art l ighting wil l surely get your toes tapping.

For al l you sports fans out there, the bar wil l show all major events on 2 large

screens so you wont miss out!

Who was Ned Kelly ?
One of Australia's most famous bushrangers  Ned Kelly, whose deeds
created a sensation in country Victoria during the 1870s.
Of Irish parents a teenage Kelly was regularly in trouble with the law. At the

age of 1 2 he was forced to quit school to become the family breadwinner after

the death of his father.

His work involved cattle and horses and not al l of it was legal and he had his

first serious run-in with the law at 1 4 when he was jai led briefly for assaulting a

Chinaman. In 1 870 he spent another six months in prison for beating up a

salesman and a year later was found guilty of being in possession of a stolen

horse and served three years in Pentridge.

Increasingly angered by what he saw to be an unfair system that he thought

picked on the poor, Kelly and his relatives began to pay back the local wealthy

landowners by rustl ing their cattle.

The Kelly Gang, robbed at least two banks including a daring raid on Jeri lderie

in New South Wales where the bushrangers captured the town's policemen,

locked them up and then proceeded to take more than 2000 pounds from the

bank's vault.

After various more run-ins with the law he was

eventual ly sentenced to death for the Stringybark

massacre. On 11 November 1 880, 25-year-old

Ned Kelly was hanged at the Old Melbourne jai l

giving him the distinction of being the first white

Victorian-born prisoner to be hanged.



Sunday Mass
Starting Sunday, 15th April, there will be
a Sunday Mass on the third Sunday of
the month in Kusadasi at 4:30 pm.
This does not replace the regular 1 0:30 am Mass at

Meryem Ana Evi, but is in addition to it. Mass wil l be

said at the Church of the New Covenant, which is on

the road to Soke, before the Otogar and a few

buildings down from Bellona.

I t's the storefront at the lower right, below the sign for

Barel Travel:
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Joke of the Month
Wife texts husband on a cold
winters morning:
!!Windows frozen.!!
Husband texts back
"Pour some luke warm water over
it."
Wife texts back:
"Computer completely buggered
now."

Follow us on these sites

Name: @The Ege Eye

More beaches get Blue Flag
Turkey, which had 127 Blue Flagcertificated beaches in 2002, increased this number to 324 in 2011, and now ranks fourth
in the world after Spain, Greece and France.

Blue Flag is a certification given to beaches and marinas that meet the standards of the

Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE), and is becoming more important for areas that

want to get their share from the world’s huge tourism cake.

The region with the highest number of blue flag beaches in Turkey is the southern

Mediterranean city of Antalya, fol lowed by the Aegean districts of Muğla and İzmir.

According to information compiled from the booklet “Beaches, Marinas and Yachts with Blue

Flag Award,” prepared by the Turkey Environmental Education Foundation, there has been a

consistent increase in the number of blue flag beaches.

There are 32 standards to get the Blue Flag Award. These standards are gathered under the

headlines “sea water quality, environmental education and management, security and services.” When a beach meets al l these standards, the Blue Flag is

flown on the beach during the swimming season. I f the beach does not meet the standards, it loses the flag permanently or temporari ly.

The number of blue flags in Turkish provinces are Antalya (1 74), Muğla (73), İzmir (28), Aydın (20), Balıkesir (1 7), Mersin (5), Çanakkale (5), Tekirdağ (1 ) and

Düzce (1 ).

Hurryet Daily News

The History Of Turkish Delight
The sweet as it is known today was invented by Bekir Effendi, who moved from his hometown Kastamonu to Istanbul and
opened his confectionery shop in 1776.

Original ly, honey and molasses were its sweeteners, and water and flour were the binding agents, with

rosewater, lemon peel and bitter orange as the most common flavors (red, yel low and green). Lokum was

introduced to Western Europe in the 1 9th century.

An unknown Briton reputedly became very fond of the delicacy during his travels to Istanbul and purchased

cases of it, to be shipped back to Britain under the name Turkish delight. I t became a major delicacy in

Britain and throughout Continental Europe for high class society. During this time, it became a practice

among upper class social ites to exchange pieces of Turkish delight wrapped in si lk handkerchiefs as

presents.

In English, it was formerly cal led Lumps of Delight.

In Austral ia, Turkish delight was once known as "Tom Bee", after a returning serviceman who introduced the

delicacy after the Second World War] The serviceman, Tom Bradfield, was a personal friend of the Tasmanian Governor at the time (Sir Tannon Muller) who

became responsible for the name "Tom Bee's".

In North America, Turkish delight is not especial ly common, though it forms the basic foundation of the Big Turk chocolate bar (distributed by Nestlé in Canada)

as well as the basis for most of Liberty Orchards' l ine of confectionery, including their various "Fruit Delights" and Aplets & Cotlets. Additional ly, the Nory Candy

company of California has been producing their "Rahat Locum" version of Turkish delight for 30 years.

Elsewhere, Fry's Turkish Delight is produced by Cadbury in the United Kingdom, Austral ia, South Africa and can also be found in Canada and New Zealand. The

interior jel ly of jel ly beans may trace its origin back to Turkish delight. The confection is known in Brazil as Delícia Turca or Bala de Goma (Síria/Árabe).

Name : Ege Eye
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The Safest Address in Kuşadası…
Özel Anakucaği kreş ve gündüz bakimevi

Anakucaği is a private creche located opposite the new private university hospital
at the marina end of town.
The creche owner Yeşim lived in America and speaks perfect English along with many of her staff. On top of

that they have English lessons for 1 hour every day.

They can take children from any age which is great news for many living in Kuşadası as most creches

cannot take children under the age of 2.

The creche itself has an impressive outdoor play area that greets you upon arrival and the standards are

maintained throughout. A kitchen where meals are prepared for the children under dietician control, play

areas with many toys including educational ones, a sleep area upstairs where the children take an afternoon

nap and many recreational rooms.

The staff are very friendly and are all qual ified to a high standard, you wil l have piece of mind when placing your child in their care.

Opening hours are Monday to Friday 9am til l 6.30pm. Half days are available upon request. For more information you can contact us here at The Ege Eye or

Yeşim herself on 0256 61 2 1 6 80. Be sure to mention you saw the add here.

New to Ladies
Beach




